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But after his brothers left for the festival, Jesus also went, 
though secretly, staying out of public view. The Jewish 
leaders tried to find him at the festival and kept asking if 
anyone had seen him. There was a lot of grumbling about 
him among the crowds. Some argued, “He’s a good man,” 
but others said, “He’s nothing but a fraud who deceives the 
people.” But no one had the courage to speak favorably 
about him in public, for they were afraid of getting in 
trouble with the Jewish leaders.

Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the 
Temple and began to teach. The people were surprised 
when they heard him. “How does he know so much when 
he hasn’t been trained?” they asked.
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So Jesus told them, “My message is not my own; it comes 
from God who sent me. Anyone who wants to do the will of 
God will know whether my teaching is from God or is 
merely my own. Those who speak for themselves want 
glory only for themselves, but a person who seeks to honor 
the one who sent him speaks truth, not lies. Moses gave 
you the law, but none of you obeys it! In fact, you are trying 
to kill me.”

The crowd replied, “You’re demon possessed! Who’s trying 
to kill you?”

Jesus replied, “I did one miracle on the Sabbath, and you 
were amazed. But you work on the Sabbath, too, when you 
obey Moses’ law of circumcision. (Actually, this tradition of 
circumcision began with the patriarchs, long before the law 
of Moses.) For if the correct time for circumcising your son 
falls on the Sabbath, you go ahead and do it so as not to 
break the law of Moses. So why should you be angry with 
me for healing a man on the Sabbath? Look beneath the 
surface so you can judge correctly.”
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Some of the people who lived in Jerusalem started to ask 
each other, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? But 
here he is, speaking in public, and they say nothing to him. 
Could our leaders possibly believe that he is the 
Messiah? But how could he be? For we know where this 
man comes from. When the Messiah comes, he will simply 
appear; no one will know where he comes from.”

While Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he called 
out, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I come from. 
But I’m not here on my own. The one who sent me is true, 
and you don’t know him. But I know him because I come 
from him, and he sent me to you.”

Then the leaders tried to arrest him; but no one laid a hand 
on him, because his time had not yet come.
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Many among the crowds at the Temple believed in him. 
“After all,” they said, “would you expect the Messiah to do 
more miraculous signs than this man has done?”

When the Pharisees heard that the crowds were 
whispering such things, they and the leading priests sent 
Temple guards to arrest Jesus. But Jesus told them, “I will 
be with you only a little longer. Then I will return to the 
one who sent me. You will search for me but not find me. 
And you cannot go where I am going.”

The Jewish leaders were puzzled by this statement. “Where 
is he planning to go?” they asked. “Is he thinking of leaving 
the country and going to the Jews in other lands? Maybe 
he will even teach the Greeks! What does he mean when 
he says, ‘You will search for me but not find me,’ and ‘You 
cannot go where I am going’?”
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On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and 
shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to 
me! Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For 
the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from 
his heart.’”

(When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, 
who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the 
Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet 
entered into his glory.)

When the crowds heard him say this, some of them 
declared, “Surely this man is the Prophet we’ve been 
expecting.” Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others 
said, “But he can’t be! Will the Messiah come from 
Galilee? For the Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah 
will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the 
village where King David was born.” So the crowd was 
divided about him. Some even wanted him arrested, but 
no one laid a hand on him.
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When the Temple guards returned without having arrested 
Jesus, the leading priests and Pharisees demanded, “Why 
didn’t you bring him in?”

“We have never heard anyone speak like this!” the guards 
responded.

“Have you been led astray, too?” the Pharisees mocked. “Is 
there a single one of us rulers or Pharisees who believes in 
him? This foolish crowd follows him, but they are ignorant 
of the law. God’s curse is on them!”

Then Nicodemus, the leader who had met with Jesus 
earlier, spoke up. “Is it legal to convict a man before he is 
given a hearing?” he asked.

They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Search the 
Scriptures and see for yourself—no prophet ever comes
from Galilee!”

Then the meeting broke up, and everybody went home.
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Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, but early the next 
morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd soon 
gathered, and he sat down and taught them. As he was 
speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in the act of 
adultery. They put her in front of the crowd.

“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in 

the act of adultery. The law of Moses says to stone her. 

What do you say?”

They were trying to trap him into saying something they 

could use against him, but Jesus stooped down and wrote 

in the dust with his finger. They kept demanding an 

answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, but let the 

one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” Then he 

stooped down again and wrote in the dust.

Episode 7



When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by 

one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in 

the middle of the crowd with the woman. Then Jesus stood 

up again and said to the woman, “Where are your 

accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?”

“No, Lord,” she said.

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”
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Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the 
light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk 
in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to 
life.”

The Pharisees replied, “You are making those claims about 
yourself! Such testimony is not valid.”

Jesus told them, “These claims are valid even though I 
make them about myself. For I know where I came from 
and where I am going, but you don’t know this about 
me. You judge me by human standards, but I do not judge 
anyone. And if I did, my judgment would be correct in 
every respect because I am not alone. The Father who sent 
me is with me. Your own law says that if two people agree 
about something, their witness is accepted as fact. I am one 
witness, and my Father who sent me is the other.”
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“Where is your father?” they asked.

Jesus answered, “Since you don’t know who I am, you 
don’t know who my Father is. If you knew me, you would 
also know my Father.” Jesus made these statements while 
he was teaching in the section of the Temple known as the 
Treasury. But he was not arrested, because his time had 
not yet come.

Later Jesus said to them again, “I am going away. You will 
search for me but will die in your sin. You cannot come 
where I am going.”

The people asked, “Is he planning to commit suicide? What 
does he mean, ‘You cannot come where I am going’?”
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Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from above. 
You belong to this world; I do not. That is why I said that 
you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I 
AM who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”

“Who are you?” they demanded.

Jesus replied, “The one I have always claimed to be. I have 
much to say about you and much to condemn, but I won’t. 
For I say only what I have heard from the one who sent 
me, and he is completely truthful.” But they still didn’t 
understand that he was talking about his Father.

So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man on 
the cross, then you will understand that I AM he. I do 
nothing on my own but say only what the Father taught 
me. And the one who sent me is with me—he has not 
deserted me. For I always do what pleases him.” Then 
many who heard him say these things believed in him.
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Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly 
my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. And 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

“But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will 
be set free’?”

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a 
slave of sin. A slave is not a permanent member of the 
family, but a son is part of the family forever. So if the Son 
sets you free, you are truly free.

“Yes, I realize that you are descendants of Abraham. And 
yet some of you are trying to kill me because there’s no 
room in your hearts for my message. I am telling you what 
I saw when I was with my Father. But you are following 
the advice of your father.”
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“Our father is Abraham!” they declared.

“No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were really the children of 
Abraham, you would follow his example. Instead, you are 
trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard 
from God. Abraham never did such a thing. No, you are 
imitating your real father.”

They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself 
is our true Father.”
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Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love 
me, because I have come to you from God. I am not here 
on my own, but he sent me. Why can’t you understand 
what I am saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me!

“For you are the children of your father the devil, and you 
love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from 
the beginning. He has always hated the truth because there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his 
character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. So, when I 
tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe me!

“Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I 
am telling you the truth, why don’t you believe 
me? Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to the 
words of God. But you don’t listen because you don’t 
belong to God.”
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The people retorted, “You Samaritan devil! Didn’t we say 
all along that you were possessed by a demon?”

“No,” Jesus said, “I have no demon in me. For I honor my 
Father—and you dishonor me. And though I have no wish 
to glorify myself, God is going to glorify me. He is the true 
judge. I tell you the truth, anyone who obeys my teaching 
will never die!”

The people said, “Now we know you are possessed by a 
demon. Even Abraham and the prophets died, but you say, 
‘Anyone who obeys my teaching will never die!’ Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the 
prophets. Who do you think you are?”
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Jesus answered, “If I want glory for myself, it doesn’t 
count. But it is my Father who will glorify me. You say, ‘He 
is our God,’ but you don’t even know him. I know him. If I 
said otherwise, I would be as great a liar as you! But I do 
know him and obey him. Your father Abraham rejoiced as 
he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”

The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can 
you say you have seen Abraham?”

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was 
even born, I AM!”

At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But 
Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.
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As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem. He sent messengers 
ahead to a Samaritan village to prepare for his 
arrival. But the people of the village did not welcome 
Jesus because he was on his way to Jerusalem.

When James and John saw this, they said to Jesus, 
“Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to burn 
them up?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them.  So they 
went on to another village.
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The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and 
sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns and places he 
planned to visit. These were his instructions to 
them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So 
pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him 
to send more workers into his fields. Now go and 
remember that I am sending you out as lambs among 
wolves. Don’t take any money with you, nor a traveler’s 
bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And don’t stop to greet 
anyone on the road.

“Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May 
God’s peace be on this house.’ If those who live there are 
peaceful, the blessing will stand; if they are not, the 
blessing will return to you. Don’t move around from 
home to home. Stay in one place, eating and drinking 
what they provide. Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality 
because those who work deserve their pay.
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“If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is 
set before you. Heal the sick, and tell them, ‘The Kingdom 
of God is near you now.’ But if a town refuses to welcome 
you, go out into its streets and say, ‘We wipe even the dust 
of your town from our feet to show that we have 
abandoned you to your fate. And know this—the Kingdom 
of God is near!’ I assure you; even wicked Sodom will be 
better off than such a town on judgment day.

“What sorrow awaits you, Korazin and Bethsaida! For if 
the miracles I did in you had been done in wicked Tyre 
and Sidon, their people would have repented of their sins 
long ago, clothing themselves in burlap and throwing 
ashes on their heads to show their remorse. Yes, Tyre and 
Sidon will be better off on judgment day than you. And 
you people of Capernaum, will you be honored in heaven? 
No, you will go down to the place of the dead.
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Then he said to the disciples,

“Anyone who accepts your message is also accepting 
me. And anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And 
anyone who rejects me is rejecting God, who sent me.”
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One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus 
by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to 
inherit eternal life?”

Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do 
you read it?”

The man answered, “‘You must love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all 
your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”
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The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was 
traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was 
attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, 
beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.

“By chance, a priest came along. But when he saw the 
man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the 
road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked 
over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed 
by on the other side.
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“Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he 
saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to 
him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil 
and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took 
care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two 
silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill 
runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’

“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor 
to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.

The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”
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As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to 

Jerusalem, they came to a certain village where a woman 

named Martha welcomed him into her home.

Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what 

he taught. But Martha was distracted by the big dinner 

she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, 

doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here 

while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.”

But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are 

worried and upset over all these details! There is only 

one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has 

discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”
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Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he 
finished, one of his disciples came to him and said, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

Jesus said, “This is how you should pray:
“Father, may your name be kept holy.

May your Kingdom come soon.
Give us each day the food we need,
and forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
And don’t let us yield to temptation.”
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Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this 
story: “Suppose you went to a friend’s house at midnight, 
wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, ‘A 
friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have 
nothing for him to eat.’ And suppose he calls out from his 
bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for the 
night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can’t help 
you.’ But I tell you this—though he won’t do it for 
friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he will 
get up and give you whatever you need because of your 
shameless persistence.

“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive 
what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep 
on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. 
And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.
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“You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give 
them a snake instead? Or if they ask for an egg, do you 
give them a scorpion? Of course not! So if you sinful 
people know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him.”
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As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been 
blind from birth. “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why 
was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins 
or his parents’ sins?”

“It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus 
answered. “This happened so the power of God could be 
seen in him. We must quickly carry out the tasks 
assigned us by the one who sent us. The night is coming, 
and then no one can work. But while I am here in the 
world, I am the light of the world.”

Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, 
and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes. He told 
him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam 
means “sent”). So the man went and washed and came 
back seeing!
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His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind 
beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the man who used to 
sit and beg?” Some said he was, and others said, “No, he 
just looks like him!”

But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!”

They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?”

He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and 
spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of 
Siloam and wash yourself.’ So I went and washed, and 
now I can see!”

“Where is he now?” they asked.

“I don’t know,” he replied.
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Then they took the man who had been blind to the 
Pharisees, because it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had 
made the mud and healed him. The Pharisees asked the 
man all about it. So he told them, “He put the mud over 
my eyes, and when I washed it away, I could see!”

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from 
God, for he is working on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But 
how could an ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” 
So there was a deep division of opinion among them.

Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had 
been blind and demanded, “What’s your opinion about 
this man who healed you?”

The man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.”
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The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had 
been blind and could now see, so they called in his 
parents. They asked them, “Is this your son? Was he 
born blind? If so, how can he now see?”

His parents replied, “We know this is our son and that he 
was born blind, but we don’t know how he can see or 
who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for 
himself.”

His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders, who had announced that anyone saying 
Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the 
synagogue. That’s why they said, “He is old enough. Ask 
him.”
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So for the second time they called in the man who had 
been blind and told him, “God should get the glory for 
this, because we know this man Jesus is a sinner.”

“I don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. 
“But I know this: I was blind, and now I can see!”

“But what did he do?” they asked. “How did he heal you?”

“Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you once. Didn’t you 
listen? Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to 
become his disciples, too?”

Then they cursed him and said, “You are his disciple, but 
we are disciples of Moses! We know God spoke to Moses, 
but we don’t even know where this man comes from.”
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“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my 
eyes, and yet you don’t know where he comes from? We 
know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to 
hear those who worship him and do his will. Ever since the 
world began, no one has been able to open the eyes of 
someone born blind. If this man were not from God, he 
couldn’t have done it.”

“You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are you 
trying to teach us?” And they threw him out of the 
synagogue.

When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man 
and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

The man answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in 
him.”

“You have seen him,” Jesus said, “and he is speaking to you!”

“Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he worshiped Jesus.
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Then Jesus told him, “I entered this world to render 
judgment—to give sight to the blind and to show those 
who think they see that they are blind.”

Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him 
and asked, “Are you saying we’re blind?”

“If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus 
replied. “But you remain guilty because you claim you 
can see.

Episode 7



“I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of 
a sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, must 
surely be a thief and a robber! But the one who enters 
through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. After he has 
gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and 
they follow him because they know his voice. They won’t 
follow a stranger; they will run from him because they 
don’t know his voice.”
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Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t 
understand what he meant, so he explained it to them:

“I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 
came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true 
sheep did not listen to them. Yes, I am the gate. Those 
who come in through me will be saved. They will come 
and go freely and will find good pastures. The thief’s 
purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to 
give them a rich and satisfying life.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices 
his life for the sheep. A hired hand will run when he sees 
a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they 
don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so 
the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. The hired 
hand runs away because he’s working only for the 
money and doesn’t really care about the sheep.
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“I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and 
they know me, just as my Father knows me and I know 
the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. I have 
other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must 
bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there 
will be one flock with one shepherd.

“The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may 
take it back again. No one can take my life from me. I 
sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it 
down when I want to and also to take it up again. For 
this is what my Father has commanded.”

When he said these things, the people were again 
divided in their opinions about him. Some said, “He’s 
demon possessed and out of his mind. Why listen to a 
man like that?” Others said, “This doesn’t sound like a 
man possessed by a demon! Can a demon open the eyes 
of the blind?”
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As Jesus was speaking, one of the Pharisees invited him 
home for a meal. So he went in and took his place at the 
table. His host was amazed to see that he sat down to eat 
without first performing the hand-washing ceremony 
required by Jewish custom. Then the Lord said to 
him, “You Pharisees are so careful to clean the outside of 
the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed 
and wickedness! Fools! Didn’t God make the inside as well 
as the outside? So clean the inside by giving gifts to the 
poor, and you will be clean all over.

“What sorrow awaits you Pharisees! For you are careful to 
tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but 
you ignore justice and the love of God. You should tithe, 
yes, but do not neglect the more important things.

“What sorrow awaits you Pharisees! For you love to sit in 
the seats of honor in the synagogues and receive respectful 
greetings as you walk in the  marketplaces. Yes, what 
sorrow awaits you! For you are like hidden graves in a 
field. People walk over them without knowing the 
corruption they are stepping on.”
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“Teacher,” said an expert in religious law, “you have insulted 
us, too, in what you just said.”

“Yes,” said Jesus, “what sorrow also awaits you experts in 
religious law! For you crush people with unbearable religious 
demands, and you never lift a finger to ease the 
burden. What sorrow awaits you! For you build monuments 
for the prophets your own ancestors killed long ago. But in 
fact, you stand as witnesses who agree with what your 
ancestors did. They killed the prophets, and you join in their 
crime by building the monuments! This is what God in his 
wisdom said about you: ‘I will send prophets and apostles to 
them, but they will kill some and persecute the others.’

“As a result, this generation will be held responsible for the 
murder of all God’s prophets from the creation of the world—
from the murder of Abel to the murder of Zechariah, who 
was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, it will 
certainly be charged against this generation.
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“What sorrow awaits you experts in religious law! For you 
remove the key to knowledge from the people. You don’t 
enter the Kingdom yourselves, and you prevent others from 
entering.”

As Jesus was leaving, the teachers of religious law and the 
Pharisees became hostile and tried to provoke him with 
many questions. They wanted to trap him into saying 
something they could use against him.

Meanwhile, the crowds grew until thousands were milling 

about and stepping on each other. Jesus turned first to his 

disciples and warned them, “Beware of the yeast of the 

Pharisees—their hypocrisy. The time is coming when 

everything that is covered up will be revealed, and all that is 

secret will be made known to all. Whatever you have said in 

the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 

whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the 

housetops for all to hear!
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“Dear friends, don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your 
body; they cannot do any more to you after that. But I’ll tell 
you whom to fear. Fear God, who has the power to kill you 
and then throw you into hell. Yes, he’s the one to fear.

“What is the price of five sparrows—two copper coins? Yet 
God does not forget a single one of them. And the very hairs 
on your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are 
more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows.

“I tell you the truth, everyone who acknowledges me publicly 
here on earth, the Son of Man will also acknowledge in the 
presence of God’s angels. But anyone who denies me here on 
earth will be denied before God’s angels. Anyone who speaks 
against the Son of Man can be forgiven, but anyone who 
blasphemes the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

“And when you are brought to trial in the synagogues and 
before rulers and authorities, don’t worry about how to 
defend yourself or what to say, for the Holy Spirit will teach 
you at that time what needs to be said.”
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Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell 

my brother to divide our father’s estate with me.”

Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to 

decide such things as that?” Then he said, “Beware! Guard 

against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how 

much you own.”

Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that 

produced fine crops. He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I 

don’t have room for all my crops.’ Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll 

tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have 

room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. And I’ll 

sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough 

stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, 

and be merry!”’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. 

Then who will get everything you worked for?’

“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have 

a rich relationship with God.”
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Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus said, “That is why I tell 

you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have 

enough food to eat or enough clothes to wear. For life is more 

than food, and your body more than clothing. Look at the 

ravens. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for 

God feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than 

any birds! Can all your worries add a single moment to your 

life? And if worry can’t accomplish a little thing like that, 

what’s the use of worrying over bigger things?

“Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don’t work or 

make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not 

dressed as beautifully as they are. And if God cares so 

wonderfully for flowers that are here today and thrown into 

the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you 

have so little faith?

“And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink. 

Don’t worry about such things. These things dominate the 

thoughts of unbelievers all over the world, but your Father 

already knows your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above 

all else, and he will give you everything you need.
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“So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great 

happiness to give you the Kingdom.

“Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will 

store up treasure for you in heaven! And the purses of heaven 

never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no 

thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. Wherever your 

treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, as 
though you were waiting for your master to return from the 
wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and 
let him in the moment he arrives and knocks. The servants 
who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I 
tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, 
and serve them as they sit and eat! He may come in the 
middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he 
comes, he will reward the servants who are ready.
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“Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a 
burglar was coming, he would not permit his house to be 
broken into. You also must be ready all the time, for the Son 
of Man will come when least expected.”

Peter asked, “Lord, is that illustration just for us or for 
everyone?”

And the Lord replied, “A faithful, sensible servant is one to 
whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his 
other household servants and feeding them. If the master 
returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there 
will be a reward. I tell you the truth, the master will put that 
servant in charge of all he owns. But what if the servant 
thinks, ‘My master won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins 
beating the other servants, partying, and getting drunk? The 
master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will 
cut the servant in pieces and banish him with the unfaithful.
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“And a servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t 
prepared and doesn’t carry out those instructions, will be 
severely punished. But someone who does not know, and 
then does something wrong, will be punished only lightly. 
When someone has been given much, much will be required 
in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, 
even more will be required.

“I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were 
already burning! I have a terrible baptism of suffering ahead 
of me, and I am under a heavy burden until it is 
accomplished. Do you think I have come to bring peace to the 
earth? No, I have come to divide people against each 
other! From now on families will be split apart, three in favor 
of me, and two against—or two in favor and three against.

‘Father will be divided against son
and son against father;

mother against daughter
and daughter against mother;

and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’”
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Then Jesus turned to the crowd and said, “When you see 
clouds beginning to form in the west, you say, ‘Here comes 
a shower.’ And you are right. When the south wind blows, 
you say, ‘Today will be a scorcher.’ And it is. You fools! You 
know how to interpret the weather signs of the earth and 
sky, but you don’t know how to interpret the present times.

“Why can’t you decide for yourselves what is right? When 
you are on the way to court with your accuser, try to settle 
the matter before you get there. Otherwise, your accuser 
may drag you before the judge, who will hand you over to 
an officer, who will throw you into prison. And if that 
happens, you won’t be free again until you have paid the 
very last penny.”
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About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had 

murdered some people from Galilee as they were offering 

sacrifices at the Temple.

“Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all 

the other people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why 

they suffered?

“Not at all! And you will perish, too, unless you repent of 

your sins and turn to God. And what about the eighteen 

people who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them? 

Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem?

”No, and I tell you again that unless you repent, you will 

perish, too.”
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Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his 

garden and came again and again to see if there was any 

fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. Finally, he 

said to his gardener, ‘I’ve waited three years, and there 

hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up 

space in the garden.’

“The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. 

Leave it another year, and I’ll give it special attention and 

plenty of fertilizer. If we get figs next year, fine. If not, 

then you can cut it down.’”
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One Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, 

he saw a woman who had been crippled by an evil spirit. 

She had been bent double for eighteen years and was 

unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he 

called her over and said, “Dear woman, you are healed of 

your sickness!” Then he touched her, and instantly she 

could stand straight. How she praised God!

But the leader in charge of the synagogue was indignant 

that Jesus had healed her on the Sabbath day. “There are 

six days of the week for working,” he said to the crowd. 

“Come on those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath.”
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But the Lord replied, “You hypocrites! Each of you 

works on the Sabbath day! Don’t you untie your ox or 

your donkey from its stall on the Sabbath and lead it out 

for water? This dear woman, a daughter of Abraham, 

has been held in bondage by Satan for eighteen years. 

Isn’t it right that she be released, even on the Sabbath?”

This shamed his enemies, but all the people rejoiced at 

the wonderful things he did.

Then Jesus said, “What is the Kingdom of God like? 

How can I illustrate it? It is like a tiny mustard seed that 

a man planted in a garden; it grows and becomes a tree, 

and the birds make nests in its branches.”
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It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the 
time of Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. He was in 
the Temple, walking through the section known as 
Solomon’s Colonnade. The people surrounded him and 
asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t 
believe me. The proof is the work I do in my Father’s 
name. But you don’t believe me because you are not my 
sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish. No one can snatch them away from 
me, for my Father has given them to me, and he is more 
powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them 
from the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”
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Once again the people picked up stones to kill him.  
Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have done many 
good works. For which one are you going to stone me?”

They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, 
but for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.”

Jesus replied, “It is written in your own Scriptures that 
God said to certain leaders of the people, ‘I say, you are 
gods!’ And you know that the Scriptures cannot be 
altered. So if those people who received God’s message 
were called ‘gods,’ why do you call it blasphemy when I 
say, ‘I am the Son of God’? After all, the Father set me 
apart and sent me into the world. Don’t believe me 
unless I carry out my Father’s work. But if I do his 
work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works I 
have done, even if you don’t believe me. Then you will 
know and understand that the Father is in me, and I am 
in the Father.”
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Once again they tried to arrest him, but he got away 
and left them. He went beyond the Jordan River near 
the place where John was first baptizing and stayed 
there awhile. And many followed him.

“John didn’t perform miraculous signs,” they remarked 
to one another, “but everything he said about this man 
has come true.”

And many who were there believed in Jesus.
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