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VII. Circuit Through Perea Toward Jerusalem



Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he 
went, always pressing on toward Jerusalem. Someone 
asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?”

He replied, “Work hard to enter the narrow door to God’s 
Kingdom, for many will try to enter but will fail. When the 
master of the house has locked the door, it will be too late. 
You will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Lord, open 
the door for us!’ But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or 
where you come from.’ Then you will say, ‘But we ate and 
drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ And he will 
reply, ‘I tell you; I don’t know you or where you come from. 
Get away from me, all you who do evil.’

“There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, for you will 
see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets in the 
Kingdom of God, but you will be thrown out. And people 
will come from all over the world—from east and west, 
north and south—to take their places in the Kingdom of 
God. And note this: Some who seem least important now 
will be the greatest then, and some who are the greatest 
now will be least important then.”
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At that time some Pharisees said to him, “Get away from 
here if you want to live! Herod Antipas wants to kill you!”

Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox that I will keep on casting 
out demons and healing people today and tomorrow; and 
the third day I will accomplish my purpose. Yes, today, 
tomorrow, and the next day I must proceed on my way. 
For it wouldn’t do for a prophet of God to be killed except 
in Jerusalem!

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to 
gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks 
beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. And now, look, 
your house is abandoned. And you will never see me again 
until you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name 
of the LORD!’”
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One Sabbath day Jesus went to eat dinner in the home of a 

leader of the Pharisees, and the people were watching him 

closely. There was a man there whose arms and legs were 

swollen. Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in religious 

law, “Is it permitted in the law to heal people on the 

Sabbath day, or not?” When they refused to answer, Jesus 

touched the sick man and healed him and sent him 

away. Then he turned to them and said, “Which of you 

doesn’t work on the Sabbath? If your son or your cow falls 

into a pit, don’t you rush to get him out?” Again they could 

not answer.
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When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner 
were trying to sit in the seats of honor near the head of the 
table, he gave them this advice: “When you are invited to a 
wedding feast, don’t sit in the seat of honor. What if 
someone who is more distinguished than you has also been 
invited? The host will come and say, ‘Give this person your 
seat.’ Then you will be embarrassed, and you will have to 
take whatever seat is left at the foot of the table!

“Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table. Then 
when your host sees you, he will come and say, ‘Friend, we 
have a better place for you!’ Then you will be honored in 
front of all the other guests. For those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”
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Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon 
or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your friends, 
brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will 
invite you back, and that will be your only 
reward. Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
and the blind. Then at the resurrection of the righteous, 
God will reward you for inviting those who could not 
repay you.

Hearing this, a man sitting at the table with Jesus 
exclaimed, “What a blessing it will be to attend a banquet
in the Kingdom of God!”

Jesus replied with this story:
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“A man prepared a great feast and sent out many 
invitations. When the banquet was ready, he sent his 
servant to tell the guests, ‘Come, the banquet is ready.’ But 
they all began making excuses. One said, ‘I have just 
bought a field and must inspect it. Please excuse 
me.’ Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen, 
and I want to try them out. Please excuse me.’ Another 
said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’

“The servant returned and told his master what they had 
said. His master was furious and said, ‘Go quickly into the 
streets and alleys of the town and invite the poor, the 
crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ After the servant had 
done this, he reported, ‘There is still room for more.’ So
his master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes and behind 
the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that the 
house will be full. For none of those I first invited will get 
even the smallest taste of my banquet.’”
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A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around 

and said to them, “If you want to be my disciple, you 

must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father 

and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—

yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my 

disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and 

follow me, you cannot be my disciple.

“But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would 

begin construction of a building without first calculating 

the cost to see if there is enough money to finish 

it? Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation 

before running out of money, and then everyone would 

laugh at you. They would say, ‘There’s the person who 

started that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’
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“Or what king would go to war against another king 

without first sitting down with his counselors to discuss 

whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 

soldiers marching against him? And if he can’t, he will 

send a delegation to discuss terms of peace while the 

enemy is still far away. So you cannot become my disciple 

without giving up everything you own.

Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do 

you make it salty again? Flavorless salt is good neither for 

the soil nor for the manure pile. It is thrown away. 

Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!”

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to 

listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees and 

teachers of religious law complain that he was associating 

with such sinful people—even eating with them!
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Lost Sheep

So Jesus told them this story: “If a man has a hundred 
sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t 
he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go 
to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? And 
when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on 
his shoulders. When he arrives, he will call together his 
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because 
I have found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, there is 
more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and 
returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are 
righteous and haven’t strayed away!
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Lost Coin

“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. 
Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and 
search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, 
she will call in her friends and neighbors and say, 
‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.’ In 
the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s 
angels when even one sinner repents.”
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Prodigal Son

To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story:

“A man had two sons. The younger son told his father,       
‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’  So, 
his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.

“A few days later this younger son packed all his 
belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he 
wasted all his money in wild living. About the time his 
money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he 
began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, 
and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. The 
young man became so hungry that even the pods he was 
feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him 
anything.
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“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself,

‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to 
spare, and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home to 
my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being 
called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’

“So he returned home to his father. And while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled 
with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced 
him, and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer 
worthy of being called your son.’
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“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the 
finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for 
his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we 
have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for 
this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. 
He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began!

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. 
When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in 
the house, and he asked one of the servants what was 
going on. ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your 
father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating 
because of his safe return.’
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“The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His 
father came out and begged him, but he replied, ‘All 
these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to 
do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you 
never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my 
friends. Yet when this son of yours comes back after 
squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate 
by killing the fattened calf!’

“His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always 
stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. We had to 
celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and 
has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”
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Shrewd Steward

Jesus told this story to his disciples: “There was a 
certain rich man who had a manager handling his 
affairs. One day a report came that the manager was 
wasting his employer’s money. So the employer called 
him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about you? Get 
your report in order because you are going to be fired.’

“The manager thought to himself, ‘Now what? My boss 
has fired me. I don’t have the strength to dig ditches, 
and I’m too proud to beg. Ah, I know how to ensure 
that I’ll have plenty of friends who will give me a home 
when I am fired.’

“So he invited each person who owed money to his 
employer to come and discuss the situation. He asked 
the first one, ‘How much do you owe him?’ The man 
replied, ‘I owe him 800 gallons of olive oil.’ So the 
manager told him, ‘Take the bill and quickly change it 
to 400 gallons.’
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“‘And how much do you owe my employer?’ he asked 
the next man. ‘I owe him 1,000 bushels of wheat,’ was 
the reply. ‘Here,’ the manager said, ‘take the bill and 
change it to 800 bushels.’

“The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for 
being so shrewd. And it is true that the children of this 
world are more shrewd in dealing with the world 
around them than are the children of the light. Here’s 
the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit 
others and make friends. Then, when your possessions 
are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal home.
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“If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in 
large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you 
won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. And if 
you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will 
trust you with the true riches of heaven? And if you are 
not faithful with other people’s things, why should you 
be trusted with things of your own?

“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one 
and love the other; you will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and be 
enslaved to money.”
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The Pharisees, who dearly loved their money, heard all 
this and scoffed at him.

Then he said to them, “You like to appear righteous in 
public, but God knows your hearts. What this world 
honors is detestable in the sight of God.

“Until John the Baptist, the law of Moses and the 
messages of the prophets were your guides. But now 
the Good News of the Kingdom of God is preached, 
and everyone is eager to get in. But that doesn’t mean 
that the law has lost its force. It is easier for heaven and 
earth to disappear than for the smallest point of God’s 
law to be overturned.
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“For example, a man who divorces his wife and marries 
someone else commits adultery. And anyone who marries 
a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.”

Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was 
splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived 
each day in luxury. At his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus who was covered with sores. As Lazarus lay 
there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the 
dogs would come and lick his open sores.

“Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels 
to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich 
man also died and was buried, and he went to the place of 
the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far 
distance with Lazarus at his side.
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“The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some 
pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these 
flames.’

“But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during 
your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and 
Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, 
and you are in anguish. And besides, there is a great 
chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from 
here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’
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“Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at 
least send him to my father’s home. For I have five 
brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end 
up in this place of torment.’

“But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have 
warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’

“The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if 
someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will 
repent of their sins and turn to God.’

“But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the 
prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises 
from the dead.’”
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One day Jesus said to his disciples, “There will always 
be temptations to sin, but what sorrow awaits the 
person who does the tempting! It would be better to be 
thrown into the sea with a millstone hung around your 
neck than to cause one of these little ones to fall into 
sin. So watch yourselves!

“If another believer sins, rebuke that person; then if 
there is repentance, forgive. Even if that person wrongs 
you seven times a day and each time turns again and 
asks forgiveness, you must forgive.”
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The apostles said to the Lord, “Show us how to 
increase our faith.”

The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as 
a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 
‘May you be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and 
it would obey you!

“When a servant comes in from plowing or taking 
care of sheep, does his master say, ‘Come in and eat 
with me’? No, he says, ‘Prepare my meal, put on your 
apron, and serve me while I eat. Then you can eat 
later.’ And does the master thank the servant for 
doing what he was told to do? Of course not. In the 
same way, when you obey me you should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.’”
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A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany 
with his sisters, Mary and Martha. This is the Mary 
who later poured the expensive perfume on the 
Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair. Her 
brother, Lazarus, was sick. So the two sisters sent a 
message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend 
is very sick.”

But when Jesus heard about it, he said, “Lazarus’s 
sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for 
the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive 
glory from this.” So although Jesus loved Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus, he stayed where he was for the 
next two days. Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s 
go back to Judea.” But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” 
they said, “only a few days ago the people in Judea 
were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?”
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Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight 
every day. During the day people can walk safely. 
They can see because they have the light of this 
world. But at night there is danger of stumbling 
because they have no light.” Then he said, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go 
and wake him up.”

The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will 
soon get better!” They thought Jesus meant Lazarus 
was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had 
died.

So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And for 
your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will 
really believe. Come, let’s go see him.”

Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.”
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When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that 
Lazarus had already been in his grave for four 
days. Bethany was only a few miles down the road 
from Jerusalem, and many of the people had come 
to console Martha and Mary in their loss. When 
Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went 
to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask.”

Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”

“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else 
rises, at the last day.”
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Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Anyone who believes in me will live, even after 
dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me 
will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”

“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has 
come into the world from God.” Then she returned to 
Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and 
told her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see 
you.” So Mary immediately went to him.

Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where 
Martha met him. When the people who were at the 
house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they 
assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So 
they followed her there. When Mary arrived and saw 
Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.”
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When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people 
wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within him, and 
he was deeply troubled.

“Where have you put him?” he asked them.

They told him, “Lord, come and see.”

Then Jesus wept.

The people who were standing nearby said, “See how 
much he loved him!” But some said, “This man healed a 
blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”
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Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave 
with a stone rolled across its entrance. “Roll the stone 
aside,” Jesus told them.

But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he 
has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.”

Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see 
God’s glory if you believe?” So they rolled the stone 
aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I 
said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing 
here, so that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus 
shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face 
wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him 
and let him go!”

Many of the people who were with Mary believed in 
Jesus when they saw this happen. But some went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.
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Then the leading priests and Pharisees called the high 
council together. “What are we going to do?” they asked 
each other. “This man certainly performs many miraculous 
signs. If we allow him to go on like this, soon everyone will 
believe in him. Then the Roman army will come and 
destroy both our Temple and our nation.”

Caiaphas, who was high priest at that time, said, “You 
don’t know what you’re talking about! You don’t realize 
that it’s better for you that one man should die for the 
people than for the whole nation to be destroyed.”

He did not say this on his own; as high priest at that time 
he was led to prophesy that Jesus would die for the entire 
nation. And not only for that nation, but to bring together 
and unite all the children of God scattered around the 
world.

So from that time on, the Jewish leaders began to plot 
Jesus’ death. As a result, Jesus stopped his public ministry 
among the people and left Jerusalem. He went to a place 
near the wilderness, to the village of Ephraim, and stayed 
there with his disciples.
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As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the 
border between Galilee and Samaria. As he entered a 
village there, ten men with leprosy stood at a 
distance, crying out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

He looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed of their 
leprosy.

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back 
to Jesus, shouting, “Praise God!” He fell to the ground at 
Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This 
man was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other 
nine? Has no one returned to give glory to God except 
this foreigner?” And Jesus said to the man, “Stand up 
and go. Your faith has healed you.”
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One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When will the 
Kingdom of God come?”

Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of God can’t be detected by 
visible signs. You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it is!’ or ‘It’s 
over there!’ For the Kingdom of God is already among 
you.”

Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when 
you will long to see the day when the Son of Man returns, 
but you won’t see it. People will tell you, ‘Look, there is 
the Son of Man,’ or ‘Here he is,’ but don’t go out and 
follow them. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the 
sky from one end to the other, so it will be on the day
when the Son of Man comes. But first the Son of Man 
must suffer terribly and be rejected by this generation.
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“When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in 
Noah’s day. In those days, the people enjoyed banquets 
and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah 
entered his boat and the flood came and destroyed 
them all.

“And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. 
People went about their daily business—eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, farming and building—
until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire and 
burning sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed 
them all. Yes, it will be ‘business as usual’ right up to 
the day when the Son of Man is revealed.
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“On that day, a person out on the deck of a roof must 
not go down into the house to pack. A person out in the 
field must not return home. Remember what happened 
to Lot’s wife! If you cling to your life, you will lose it, 
and if you let your life go, you will save it. That night 
two people will be asleep in one bed; one will be taken, 
the other left. Two women will be grinding flour 
together at the mill; one will be taken, the other left.”

“Where will this happen, Lord?” the disciples asked.
Jesus replied, “Just as the gathering of vultures shows 
there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that the 
end is near.”
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One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that 
they should always pray and never give up. 

“There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who 
neither feared God nor cared about people. A widow of 
that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me 
justice in this dispute with my enemy.’ The judge 
ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I 
don’t fear God or care about people, but this woman is 
driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, 
because she is wearing me out with her constant 
requests!’”

Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust 
judge. Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So 
don’t you think God will surely give justice to his 
chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will 
he keep putting them off? I tell you; he will grant justice 
to them quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how 
many will he find on the earth who have faith?”
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Then Jesus told this story to some who had great 
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned 
everyone else:

“Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a 
Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector.
The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: 
‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other people —
cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that 
tax collector! I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth 
of my income.’

“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not 
even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he 
beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to 
me, for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the 
Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted.”
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When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left 
Capernaum. Jesus left Galilee and went down to the 
region and into the area of Judea east of the Jordan 
River.  Once again crowds gathered around him, and 
as usual he was teaching them.  Large crowds followed 
him there, and he healed their sick.

Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this 
question: “Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife 
for just any reason?”

Jesus answered them with a question: “What did 
Moses say in the law about divorce?”

“Well, he permitted it,” they replied. “He said a man 
can give his wife a written notice of divorce and send 
her away.”
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But Jesus responded, “Haven’t you read the Scriptures?  
They record that from the beginning ‘God made them 
male and female from the beginning of creation.’” And 
he said, “‘This explains why a man leaves his father and 
mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united 
into one.’ Since they are no longer two but one, let no 
one split apart what God has joined together.”

Jesus’ disciples then said to him, “If this is the case, it is 
better not to marry!”

“Not everyone can accept this statement,” Jesus 
said. “Only those whom God helps. Some are born as 
eunuchs, some have been made eunuchs by others, and 
some choose not to marry for the sake of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.”
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One day some parents brought their children to Jesus 
so he could touch and bless them – so he could lay his 
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples 
scolded the parents for bothering him.

When Jesus saw what was happening, he was angry 
with his disciples. He said to them, “Let the children 
come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God 
belongs to those who are like these children. I tell you 
the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of 
God like a child will never enter it.” Then he took the 
children in his arms and he placed his hands on their 
heads and blessed them before he left.
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As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a 
man came running up to him, knelt down, and asked, 
“Good Teacher, what good deed must I do to inherit 
eternal life?”

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is 
truly good.  Why ask me about what is good? There is 
only One who is good. But to answer your question, 
you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. 
You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You 
must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. 
Honor your father and mother.’ — if you want to 
receive eternal life, keep the commandments.””

“Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these 
commandments since I was young.”
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When Jesus heard his answer, he told him, “There is 

still one thing you haven’t done.  Go Sell all your 

possessions and give the money to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

But when the man heard this he became very sad, for 

he was very rich.

When Jesus saw this, he said, “How hard it is for the 
rich to enter the Kingdom of God! In fact, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the Kingdom of God!”

This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear 

children, it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God. In 

fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of 

God!”
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The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world 
can be saved?” they asked.

Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly 
speaking, it is impossible. But not with God.  
Everything is possible with God.  What is impossible 
for people is possible with God.”

Then Peter said to him, “We’ve left our homes to follow 
you.  We’ve given up everything to follow you. What 
will we get?”
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“Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone 
who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or property, for my sake 
and for the Good News, will be repaid many times 
over in this life, and will have eternal life in the world 
to come.   They will receive a hundred times as much 
in return, a hundred times as many houses, brothers, 
sisters, mothers, children, and property—along with 
persecution. And in the world to come that person 
will have eternal life.   

“When the world is made new, and the Son of 
Man sits upon his glorious throne, you who have 
been my followers will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. But many who are 
the greatest now will be least important then, and 
those who seem least important now will be the 
greatest then.”
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“For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who 
went out early one morning to hire workers for his 
vineyard. He agreed to pay the normal daily wage and 
sent them out to work.

“At nine o’clock in the morning he was passing through 
the marketplace and saw some people standing around 
doing nothing. So he hired them, telling them he would 
pay them whatever was right at the end of the day. So 
they went to work in the vineyard. At noon and again at 
three o’clock he did the same thing.

“At five o’clock that afternoon he was in town again and 
saw some more people standing around. He asked them, 
‘Why haven’t you been working today?’

“They replied, ‘Because no one hired us.’

“The landowner told them, ‘Then go out and join the 
others in my vineyard.’
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“That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in 
and pay them, beginning with the last workers first. When 
those hired at five o’clock were paid, each received a full 
day’s wage. When those hired first came to get their pay, 
they assumed they would receive more. But they, too, 
were paid a day’s wage. When they received their pay, 
they protested to the owner, ‘Those people worked only 
one hour, and yet you’ve paid them just as much as you 
paid us who worked all day in the scorching heat.’

“He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair! 
Didn’t you agree to work all day for the usual wage? Take 
your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the 
same as you. Is it against the law for me to do what I want 
with my money? Should you be jealous because I am kind 
to others?’

“So those who are last now will be first then, and those 
who are first will be last.  For many are called, but few 
chosen.”
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They were now on the way up to Jerusalem, and Jesus 
was walking ahead of them. The disciples were filled 
with awe, and the people following behind were 
overwhelmed with fear. Taking the twelve disciples 
aside on the road and, Jesus once more began to 
describe everything that was about to happen to him.

“Listen,” he said, “we’re going up to Jerusalem, where 
all the predictions of the prophets concerning the Son 
of Man will come true.  Where the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes, the 
teachers of religious law, who will condemn Him to 
death and deliver him to the Gentiles to mock and 
scourge and to crucify. They will sentence him to die 
and hand him over to the Romans. They will mock 
him, spit on him, flog him with a whip, and kill him, 
but after three days he will rise again.”

But they didn’t understand any of this. The 
significance of his words was hidden from them, and 
they failed to grasp what he was talking about.
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Then the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came to Jesus with her sons. She knelt respectfully to ask 
a favor. “What is your request?” he asked.

She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let my two sons sit 
in places of honor next to you, one on your right and the 
other on your left.”

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over 
and spoke to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to 
do us a favor.”

“What is your request?” he asked.

They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we 
want to sit in places of honor next to you, one on your 
right and the other on your left.”

But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are 
asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of 
suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be baptized 
with the baptism of suffering I must be baptized with?”
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“Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!”

Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter  
cup and be baptized with my baptism of suffering. But I 
have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. 
My Father God has prepared those places for the ones he 
has chosen.”

When the ten other disciples heard what James and 
John had asked, they were indignant. But Jesus called 
them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this 
world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their 
authority over those under them. But among you it will 
be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 
among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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Then they reached Jericho, and as Jesus and his 
disciples left town, a large crowd followed him.

As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind beggar named 
Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus) was sitting beside the 
road. When Bartimaeus heard the noise of a crowd 
going past, he asked what was happening. They told 
him that Jesus the Nazarene was going by. When 
Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of Nazareth was nearby, 
he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!”

“Be quiet!” the people in front yelled at him.

But he only shouted louder, “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!”

Episode 8



When Jesus heard him, he stopped and ordered that 
the man be brought to him. “Tell him to come here.” he 
said.  As the man came near, Jesus asked him, “What 
do you want me to do for you?”

“My Rabbi, Lord,” the blind man said, “I want to see!”
And Jesus said, “All right, receive your sight! Go, for 
your faith has healed you.” Instantly the man could see, 
and he followed Jesus down the road, praising God. 
And all who saw it praised God, too.
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Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the 
town. There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He 
was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had 
become very rich. He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he 
was too short to see over the crowd. So he ran ahead 
and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for 
Jesus was going to pass that way.

When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and 
called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come 
down! I must be a guest in your home today.”

Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his 
house in great excitement and joy. But the people were 
displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious 
sinner,” they grumbled.
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Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, 
“I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I 
have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back 
four times as much!”

Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home 
today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and save 
those who are lost.”
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The crowd was listening to everything Jesus said. And 
because he was nearing Jerusalem, he told them a story 
to correct the impression that the Kingdom of God 
would begin right away.

He said, “A nobleman was called away to a distant 
empire to be crowned king and then return. Before he 
left, he called together ten of his servants and divided 
among them ten pounds of silver, saying, ‘Invest this 
for me while I am gone.’ But his people hated him and 
sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We do not want him 
to be our king.’

“After he was crowned king, he returned and called in 
the servants to whom he had given the money. He 
wanted to find out what their profits were. The first 
servant reported, ‘Master, I invested your money and 
made ten times the original amount!’
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“‘Well done!’ the king exclaimed. ‘You are a good servant. 
You have been faithful with the little I entrusted to you, 
so you will be governor of ten cities as your reward.’

“The next servant reported, ‘Master, I invested your 
money and made five times the original amount.’
“‘Well done!’ the king said. ‘You will be governor over 
five cities.’

“But the third servant brought back only the original 
amount of money and said, ‘Master, I hid your money 
and kept it safe. I was afraid because you are a hard man 
to deal with, taking what isn’t yours and harvesting crops 
you didn’t plant.’

“‘You wicked servant!’ the king roared. ‘Your own words 
condemn you. If you knew that I’m a hard man who 
takes what isn’t mine and harvests crops I didn’t 
plant, why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At 
least I could have gotten some interest on it.’
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“Then, turning to the others standing nearby, the king 
ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it 
to the one who has ten pounds.’

“‘But, master,’ they said, ‘he already has ten pounds!’

“‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘and to those who use well what 
they are given, even more will be given. But from those 
who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken 
away. And as for these enemies of mine who didn’t 
want me to be their king—bring them in and execute 
them right here in front of me.’”

After telling this story, Jesus went on toward 
Jerusalem, walking ahead of his disciples.
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VII. Circuit Through Perea Toward Jerusalem



It was now almost time for the Jewish Passover 
celebration, and many people from all over the country 
arrived in Jerusalem several days early so they could go 
through the purification ceremony before Passover 
began. They kept looking for Jesus, but as they stood 
around in the Temple, they said to each other, “What do 
you think? He won’t come for Passover, will 
he?” Meanwhile, the leading priests and Pharisees had 
publicly ordered that anyone seeing Jesus must report it 
immediately so they could arrest him.

Six days before the Passover celebration began, Jesus 
arrived in Bethany, the home of Lazarus—the man he 
had raised from the dead.

Being in Bethany, Jesus visited the home of Simon, a 
man who had previously had leprosy.

Episode 8

(Sat. Mar.30-Sabbath)



It was now two days before Passover and the Festival 
of Unleavened Bread. The leading priests and the 
teachers of religious law were still looking for an 
opportunity to capture Jesus secretly and kill him. “But 
not during the Passover celebration,” they agreed, “or 
the people may riot.”

A dinner was prepared in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was among those who ate with 
him. While he was eating, Mary came in with a 
beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume, a twelve-
ounce jar of expensive perfume made from essence of 
nard.  She broke open the jar and poured the perfume 
over his head, and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, 
wiping his feet with her hair. The house was filled with 
the fragrance.

Some of those at the table were indignant. “Why waste 
such expensive perfume?” they asked.  So, they scolded 
her harshly.
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Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray him, 
said, “That perfume was worth a year’s wages. It should 
have been sold and the money given to the poor.” Not 
that he cared for the poor—he was a thief, and since he 
was in charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole 
some for himself.

Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. Why criticize her for 
doing such a good thing to me? She did this in 
preparation for my burial. You will always have the poor 
among you, and you can help them whenever you want 
to.  But you will not always have me.  She has done 
what she could and has anointed my body for burial 
ahead of time. I tell you the truth, wherever the Good 
News is preached throughout the world, this woman’s 
deed will be remembered and discussed.”

When all the people heard of Jesus’ arrival, they flocked 
to see him and also to see Lazarus, the man Jesus had 
raised from the dead. Then the leading priests decided to 
kill Lazarus, too, for it was because of him that many of 
the people had deserted them and believed in Jesus.
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